THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

extremely small, and in a great many cases the incomes
their owners derive from them are too small to provide
maintenance. Altogether in the province there are 188
States, Talukas and Estates of greater or lesser importance,
of which 13 pay no tribute, 105 pay tribute to the British
Government, 79 to the Gaekwad of Baroda, and 134 to
the Nawab of Junagadh.

The last disturbance of any importance within the
province occurred in A.D. 1903, when a gang of seven or
eight Mianas under Maya Punja began looting in the
neighbourhood of Songadh, and then robbed a mail con-
veyance on the road from Ranpur to Dhandhuka. These
Mianas were some of a party of thirteen who, having
been convicted for dacoity with murder, and sentenced
to long terms of imprisonment, had succeeded in escaping
from Petlad jail in September A.D. 1902 and in possessing
themselves of the arms and uniforms of the police guards.
On June 13, A.D. 1903, a shepherd came upon the gang,
who were hiding in a stream near Gokharwala in the
confines of the Chuda State. He at once informed the
Chuda Kamdar, who wired to Wadhwan for assistance
and took steps to surround the gang with as many armed
men as he could collect. Finding they were the objects
of observation, the outlaws abandoned their position in
the stream and moved a short distance away from it to
an old filled-in well, where they scooped out shallow pits
to conceal themselves as much as possible, and, hoisting a
red flag, invited the Chuda men to attack them.

Fire was opened upon them, which was continued
desultorily until evening, when the Agency police arrived
from Wadhwan under Chief Constable Mahobatsingh
Haribhai. The ground all round the outlaws* position
afforded no cover, and the Chief Constable despatched
mounted men to bring cotton bales behind which the
police might advance, and avoid thereby considerable loss
of life. Three bales were procured, and on their arrival
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